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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Long  Ashton  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health, 
Sanitary  and  Social  conditions  of  the  District  for  the  Year  1956. 

The  information  therein  is,  as  far  as  possible,  in  conformity 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  with  such  added  matter 
as  is  deemed  necessary  for  record  and  your  interest  and  information. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area 


45,434  acres. 


Population,  as  assessed  by  the 

Registrar  General  for  mid  1956.  23,780 

Number  of  Permanent  Dwellings  7,  364  excluding  Camps. 


Rateable  Value  1.4.57.  £254,794- 

Product  of  one-penny  Rate.  (1956-57)  £1,045. 

(estimated) 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births.  The  live  birth  rate  per  1000  population  (as  at  mid  1956) 
was  15.5;  that  for  the  Country  as  a  whole  15.7  (1955  -  15.2). 

Deaths.  The  death  rate  was  10.7  per  1000  population,  compared  with 
10.2  for  1955*  That  for  the  Country  was  11.7.  Infant  mortality  rate 

(under  1  year  of  age)  was  21.8  per  1000  related  live  births  and 
compares  with  23.3  for  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Legitimate 

Mai  e 
181 

Femal e 
175 

Total 

356 

Illegitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Total 

187 

179 

366 

Of  these  120  were  born  in  the  District,  though  some  5  in  the  White 
House  at  Winford,  which  is  a  tribute  to  that  efficient  and  worthy 
service  given  by  the  District  Nurses. 


Births  are  not  •transferred*  at  registration,  as  are  Deaths,  so 
full  Statistics  arc  not  available.  Of  those  occurring  in  the  District 
there  was  the  following  distribution:- 


Parish. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

parish 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Abbots  Leigh 

— 

1 

1 

Backwell 

4 

_ 

4 

Barrow  Gurney 

- 

2 

2 

Br ockley 

3 

2 

5 

Clapton- in- Gordano 

2 

- 

2 

Cleeve 

2 

2 

4 

Dundry 

2 

4 

6 

East  on- in- G or  d an  o 

6 

9 

15 

Flax  B our ton 

1 

— 

1 

Long  Ashton 

4 

3 

7 

Nail  sea 

7 

6 

13 

North  Weston 

5 

4 

9 

Tickenham 

2 

- 

2 

Wal t  on- in- G  or d  an  o 

1 

- 

— 

West  on-in-Gordano 

2 

— 

2 

Winf ord 

7 

7 

14 

Wraxall 

7 

10 

17 

Yatton 

8 

7 

15 

23 

23 

46 

40 

34 

74 

Kenn,  Kingston  Seymour  and  Port  bury  had  no  home  births. 

It  is  a  tribute  to  the  Maternity  service  that  no  infant  mortality 
occurred  in  this  group,  showing  that  all  serious  and  doubtful  cases 
are  admitted  to  Hospital  for  care  and  treatment. 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

Male 

Fe  mal e 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

■» 

— 

Total 

4 

3 

7 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

Age 

Mai  e 

Female 

Total 

Under  1  week 

3 

4 

7 

1  to  4  weeks 

1 

— 

1 

1-12  months 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

Total 

4 

4 

8 

Of  these  5  were  Premature,  another  poorly  developed  and  2  with  fatal 
deformity.  None  was  illegitimate. 
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DEATHS.  All  Ages. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  during  the  year  was  233,  of  which 
14S  were  Male  and  135  female.  This  includes  23,  residents  of  Bourton 

Grange,  Belmont  House,  Cambridge  House  and  Barrow  Hospital,  who  are 
accreditted  to  the  District. 


The  admission  to  hospital  of  the 
difficult  and  the  co-operation  of  Ham 
worthy  of  thanks. 

Age  Distribution. 


Age  1955 

Under  1  year  3 

1-4  1 

5-14  3 

15  -  44  19 

45  -  64  62 

65  -  74  55 

75  &  plus  122 

Total  all  ages  270 


Causes. 


Tuberculosis  Respiratory 
Syphilitis  Disease 
Cancer,  Stomach 

Lung,  Bronchus 
Breast 
Uterus 
Other 
Leukaemia 
Diabete  s 

Vascular  Lesions  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Kidney  Disease 
Hyperplasia  Prostate 
Gastritis,  Enteritis 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  and  illdefined  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Totals 


aged  sick  is  still  often 
Green  Hospital  in  these  cases  is 


1956 

3 

1 

10 

62 

74 

128 

283 


Male  female  Total 


- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

6 

5 

1 

6 

— 

6 

6 

— 

2 

2 

17 

8 

25 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

17 

19 

36 

32 

28 

60 

6 

5 

11 

21 

27 

48 

4 

5 

9 

1 

3 

4 

10 

7 

17 

4 

1 

5 

2 

- 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

3 

2 

- 

2 

•* 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

8 

12 

20 

2 

— 

2 

4 

4 

8 

1 

— 

1 

148  135  283 


Comment . 

It  will  be  noted  that,  as  usual,  the  commonest  cause  of  death  is 
disease  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  heart  (Coronary).  There  is  no 
doubt  that  there  is  also  a  definite  increase  in  the  incidence. 
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HEATHS  (continued) 

C omment .  (Coronary  Disease) 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  in  1956  is  as  followss- 


Age 

Male 

Fe  mal  e 

Total 

45  -  64 

10 

6 

16 

65  -  74 

15 

8 

23 

75  &  over 

7 

14 

21 

Totals 

32 

28 

60 

Five  of  these  were  patients  in  Barrow  Hospital,  two  males  (53  &  65), 
and  three  females  (64,  65  &  69). 

Of  the  total  of  283  deaths,  69  occurred  outside  the  District,  mainly 
is  Hospitals. 


Accidents. 

Three  deaths  were  caused  by  road  accidents  to  a  cycle,  a  motor¬ 
cycle  and  a  motor  car.  Three  were  the  indirect  result  of  falls  in  old 
people,  causing  a  fractured  femur  and  hospitalised  treatment.  Their 
ages  were  79,  80  and  93  respectively.  Two  old  ladies  died  from  the 
effect  of  exposure  from  straying  abroad  unwittingly. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 


The  following  numbers  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  were 
reported  during  the  year. 

Disease  Total  Notified  Total  Deaths 


Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Acute  Encaphalitis 
Food  Poisoning 


11 

25 

1 

1 

34 

18 

3 

1 

2 


16  * 
4  * 


*  These  cases  do  not  necessarily  coincide  with  those  notified. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  numbers  of 

cases  were 

reported 

during  the 

Male 

Female 

Total 

New  Cases 

9 

6 

15 

Transferred  from  other  areas 

3 

8 

11 

Totals 

12 

14 

26 

Of  the  new  cases  six  resided  in  Easton-in-Gordano  Parish,  one,  an 
old  lady  of  73  who  died  soon  after  notification,  from  Easton  village, 
while  two  are  men  (62  &  50)  living  in  Ham  Green  and  the  other  three 
from  Pill,  2  men  (57  &  34)  and  one  housewife  (36).  There  were  no 
transferred  notifications. 

I  hope  to  arrange  for  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  visit  Pill 
this  year. 
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Tu’berculosis . 


The  Distribution  of  cases  under  notification  at  the  end  of  1956 
was  as  follows;- 


1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

Abbots  Leigh 

2 

2 

Backwell 

11 

12 

Barrow  Gurney 

2 

4 

Brockley 

1 

2 

Clapt on-in-Gordano 

4 

4 

Cleeve 

2 

2 

Dundry 

3 

5 

East  on-in-Gordano 

22 

26 

Flax  B our ton 

2 

2 

Long  Ashton 

20 

20  * 

Nailsea 

7 

8 

North  Weston 

4 

7 

Port  bury 

3. 

1 

Tickenham 

3 

4 

Winf crd 

7 

5 

Wraxall 

8 

7 

Yatton 

18 

20  * 

*  Long  Ashton  includes  4  in  Cambridge  House,  and  Yatton  6  in  Yatton 
Hall. 


Total  in  Districts-  1955  ~  120;  1956  -  131. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMU  HI  3 ATI  ON. 

The  following  figures  are  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  officer 
of  Health.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  general  Medical  Practitioners 
or  at  School  or  Infant  Welfare  Clinics, 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation 
during  the  year ; - 

Age  Under  1  1  2  3  4  5-9  10-14  Total 

163  84  10  2  32  -  291 


Number  of  children  who  received  a  reinforcing  iniection:- 

Age  5-9  10-14  Total 
~  229  2  231 

VACCINATION.  (Smallpox) 

The  following  numbers  of  vaccinations  have  been  reported  during 
the  year.  (P  3  Primary;  R  =  Re-vaccination) . 

Age  Or  ou  p  s .  Under  1  1  2-4  5~14  15  &  + 

P.  R.  P.  R.  P.  R.  P.  R.  P.  R. 

178  -  4  -  8  1  11  2  16 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

No  child  in  the  district  has  so  far  been  immunised  with  the  new 
vaccine.  It  is  hoped  supplies  will  be  more  available  next  year. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Total 

P.  R. 

193  18 


The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Staff  are  responsible 
for  the  active  operation  of  the  Health  Services  under  the  National 


Health  Service  Acts,  1946  -  52. 

These  include :- 

Veneral  Disease 
Maternity  &  Child  Welfare. 
Home  Helps. 

Welfare  Foods. 

School  Medical  Service. 

The  Ambulance  Service. 


Tuberculosis. 

Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting. 
Mental  Health. 

Public  Health  Laboratories. 
Immunisation. 


Infectious  Diseases  are  admitted  to  Ham  Green  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis  Clinics  are  held  at  Ham  Green  Hospital,  the  Central  Health 
Clinic  in  Bristol  and  at  Clevedon. 

Old  People’ s  Clubs  are  assisted  financially  by  the  County  and  your  Council 
and  are  working  well  at  Backwell,  Long  Ashton,  Nailsea  and  Redcliffe  Bay. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Water  supply  has  been  generally  satisfactory,  with  the  exception 
of  the  few  areas  awaiting  mains  supply.  The  mains  supply,  from  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company  Limited  is  carefully  and  regularly  examined 
and  treated  as  necessary.  There  has  been  no  shortage  through  the  year. 

No  water  has  been  found  with  plu mb o- solvent  action. 

Local  contamination  of  wells  and  spring  supply  has  been  used  as  a 
lever  to  make  houses  connect  with  the  piped  supply  where  available. 

Water  Supply  from  Mains. 

(a)  DIRECT  TO  THE  HOUSES  BY  MEANS  Of  STANDPIPES. 

Public.  Water  Private.  Public.  Water  Private. 
Company.  Company. 

Number  of 


Dwelling  Houses 

35 

6925 

61 

2 

117 

- 

Population 

2  02 

22852 

201 

9 

386 

— 

(b)  Number  of  Parishes  with  piped  water  supply;- 

(i)  from  public  mains  2  0 

(ii)  from  private  source  1 


(c)  Number  of  Parishes  without  piped  supply:-  NIL. 

There  are,  however,  still  outlying  parts  with  none. 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  piped  supply  was  substituted  forj- 


(i) 

Well  water 

25 

(ii) 

Private  source 

- 

(iii ) 

Other 

46 

Water  supplied  from  wells. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  from  wells  and  only  one  was  satisfactory 
bacteriol ogically. 

Number  of  Wells  closed  6 

Number  of  Houses  dependent  201 

on  well  supplies. 

Extensions  of  Supplies  during  the  year. 

Dundry.  Extension  of  Bristol  Waterworks  Company1 s  mains 

to  East  Dundry  under  guarantee;  at  a  Cost  of  £4,000 

Particulars  of  the  Numbers  of  Dwelling  Houses  and  the  estimated 
populations  supplied  by  Water  Mains  are  given  on  an  attached  sheet. 

The  population  figures  must  be  taken  as  approximate. 
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Totals  45434  24736  7575  7021  119  23255  395 
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V»ATER  SUPPLIES.  (continued) 


Future  Proposals. 

All  the  following  schemes  must  be  considered  in  Priority  Group  I. 


Parish. 


Scheme. 


Winford  Extension  of  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's 
Mains  to  Ridgehill,  under  guarantee. 

( W  ork  in  hand ) . 


Walton- in-  Extension  of  Bristol  waterworks  Company' s 
Gordano.  Mains  to  Walton  Bay  and  Walton  Down. 

(Work  in  hand). 


Wraxall.  Provision  of  piped  supply  to  Lower  Failand 
by  joint  arrangement  with  Failand  House 
Estate. 

Council' s  contribution 


Approximate 

Cost. 

£9,138 


£4,  000 


£525 
£2  00 


Commentary. 

The  question  of  water  supply  in  the  District  is  nearing  completion, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  concern  that  all  possible  houses  are  not  taking 
advantage  of  facilities  and  connecting  with  the  Company's  supply. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Of  the  21  Parishes  in  the  District,  the  following  are  supplied 
with  main  drainage  and  efficient  disposal  systems;- 


Backwell. 

Cleeve . 

Long  Ashton. 

North  Weston. 


Excluding  Church  Lane,  Churchtown,  Backwell  Common 
and  Downside. 

Excluding  Plunder  Street  and  eastern  portion. 

Including  Cambridge  House,  the  Police  Headquarters 
and  houses. 

Excluding  the  densely  populated  Redcliffe  Bay  area. 


East on-in-Gordano.  Pill  and  Ham  Green  only. 


Yatt on. 


Excluding  Lower  Claverham. 


Works  for  Council  House  Estates  are  established  in:- 


IXindry. 

Ea  st  on- in- Gordano . 
lulsgate. 

Nail sea. 

Tickenham. 

Wraxall . 


Housing  Estate. 

(Hutments  site,  in  process  of  evacuation). 
Hutments  site. 

Housing  Estate. 

Housing  Estate. 

Temporary  Housing  Estate  at  Tyntesfield  Park. 
Housing  Estate. 

Housing  Estate. 


Flax  B our ton. 

Winford  Hospital  has  its  own  Sewage  Works. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  (Continued). 

FUTURE  PROPOSALS  (PRIORITY  GROJP  I). 


Parish. 

Kail sea 


Winf ord. 


Port  bury  and 
East  on-in- 
Gordano. 


Clapton-in- 

Gordano. 


Backwell. 


Long  Ashton. 


Pundry  and 
Long  Ashton. 


North  Weston. 


Backwell. 


Scheme . 


Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  major 
portion  of  parish.  Scheme  approved  by 
Ministry  but  only  the  part  necessary  for 
the  Council’s  Southfield  Road  housing 
estate  and  the  Cider  Works  was  allowed 
to  proceed.  This  portion  and  the 
disposal  works  are  nearly  completed. 
Application  has  been  made  to  proceed  with 
the  Kingshill  portion  on  public  health 
grounds,  and  may  be  agreed  to  since  the 
proposal  to  build  a  Grammar  School  in 
the  area. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  Winf ord 
and  Felton.  Joint  scheme  with  Clutton 
A.D.C.  with  the  disposal  works  sited  at 
Chew  Magna. 

(The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  is 
interested  in  the  purity  of  water  in 
Winf ord  Brook). 

Part  of  the  cost,  (approx.  £38,800), 
may  be  borne  by  the  Water  Company  under 
a  1939  Agreement. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  Portbury 
village  and  the  East on- in- G or dan o  portion 
of  that  Parish.  Scheme  approved  by  the 
Ministry  in  principle  but  c ommencement 
is  deferred. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  village. 
Scheme  submitted  to  Ministry  and  result 
of  local  investigation  awaited.  No  local 
objection  to  site  or  scheme. 

Extension  of  sewer  to  nineteen  properties 
at  Church  Lane,  Farleigh.  Scheme  accepted 
by  Council  but  deferred  for  the  time  being. 

Enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  Long 
Ashton  trunk  sewer  between  village  and 
Bristol  City  boundary. 

Scheme  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  Dundry  Lane 
and  Bridgwater  Road  areas.  Scheme  deferred 
but  about  to  be  reviewed  following 
provision  of  main  water  supply. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  Redcliffe 
Bay  area  by  possible  j  oint  scheme  with 
P  ortishead. 

Enlargement  and  improvement  of  Backwell 
sewage  disposal  works  to  cope  with 
increased  development  and  possible 
future  develox^ment . 


Approximate 

Cost. 

£122,533 


£95, 000 


£34,200 

£9 , 000 

£1,850 

£9,574 

£8,500 

Not  yet 
available . 

Not  yet 
available. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


House  Refuse  is  removed  by  direct  labour,  using  four  vehicles  — 

Two  7  cubic  yard  Ford  Vehicles. 

One  10  cubic  yard  Ford  vehicle,  and 

One  18  cubic  yard  S.7  D.  vehicle. 

Collections  are  made  in  10  parishes  weekly,  and  fortnightly  in 
the  remainder.  This  uses  the  vehicles  and  working  hours  to  the  full. 
Extension  of  the  service,  in  view  of  the  increased  number  of  houses  in 
the  parishes,  can  only  be  effected  by  the  replacement  of  the  smaller 
vehicles  by  ones  of  larger  capacity. 

Trade  Refuse  was  catered  for  at  the  following  charges,  but  this 
service  is  little  used. 

Per  bin  6d 

up  to  5  cwt.  3/6d 

up  to  10  cwt.  7/- 

up  to  15  cwt.  1 0/- 

up  to  20  cwt.  15/- 

every  additional  ton  12/- 

Di sposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  only.  The  large  new  tip  at 
Wraxall  Piece,  on  account  of  its  irregular  depth  and  area  and  previous 
use  has  been  the  cause  of  much  anxiety  from  fire.  By  the  painstaking 
and  intelligent  use  of  a  bulldozer  and  covering  with  ash  and  earth,  the 
problem  has,  at  the  time  of  writing,  early  May  1957,  been  most 
rewardingly  very  largely  overcome. 

The  time  must  come  when  it  will  be  realised  that  controlled 
tipping  can  be  used  for  the  reclamation  of  low-lying  poor  quality  land 
away  from  the  populated  villages. 

SALVAGE . 

The  following  sums  were  raised  during  the  year  from  the  sale  of 
salvaged  paper  (mainly),  rags  and  metal. 


January 

£  138.  4.  2. 

July  £> 

118.  4.11. 

February 

73.  9.  -* 

August 

102.  7.  6. 

March 

131.  1.  8. 

September 

85.13.  2. 

April 

74.17.10. 

October 

132.  2.  2. 

May 

100*  7.  5. 

Novembe  r 

133.16.  6. 

June 

63*16.  - . 

December 

71.  4.  7. 

Total  for 

the  Year  -  £1235* 

9.  11.  (1955  = 

=  £1049.  9.  3). 

Beyond  a  short  period  in  March,  the  price  paid  by  the  purchasers 
for  waste  paper  throughout  the  year  was  £7*5*0.  per  ton;  while  in 
1955  we  received  from  £8  to  £8.10.0. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

This  is  mainly  carried  out  by  the  Council,  but  a  private  firm  is 
sometimes  engaged  when  our  own  vehicle  and  staff  cannot  cope  with  the 
work.  At  times  the  demand  is  heavy  and  only  thus  can  the  backlog 
be  cleared. 

A  charge  is  made  for  the  service  at  the  following  rates  — 

Domestic  Premises  15/-  per  load  or  part  (800  gallons). 

Business  Premises  17/6  per  hour,  including  travelling  time. 

No  increase  has  been  made  in  this  charge  since  1950,  when  the 
service  was  first  instituted. 

Disposal  is  into  Sewers,  sewage  works,  and,  more  rarely,  on  to 
suitable  agricultural  land.  This  presents  a  daily  problem. 
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per  load, 
per  load, 
per  load, 
per  load. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  (Continued) 


Commentary. 

NO  MAJOR  SEWERAGE  SCHEME  HAS  BEEN  CARRIED  OUT  IN  THE 
DISTRICT  SINCE  1933. 

There  are,  in  all,  23  schemes  required  in  the  District,  but 
repeatedly  work  is  restricted  to  construction  for  the  benefit  of 
Council  Housing,  to  the  neglect  of  the  older  houses.  in  addition, 
in  some  parishes  there  is  considerable  new  housing  being  connected 
to  cesspits.  With  the  provision  of  piped  water  supply  and  the 
general  installation  of  baths  and  W.C.s  the  installation  of  cesspits 
in  such  closely  built  up  areas  is  a  matter  of  considerable  public 
health  anxiety. 

Of  the  estimated  number  of  7,364  houses  in  the  District, 
approximately  3,000  discharge  into  cesspits.  New  ones  require  very 
frequent,  and  costly,  emptying,  while  the  old  ones  continue  to 
contaminate  the  soil  and  rhines. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  as  the  result  of  a  popular  request 
for  a  free  emptying  service,  this  matter  was  considered  by  the 
Council  and  rejected  on  the  question  of  cost.  However,  the  charges 
were  allowed  to  remain  at  the  level  fixed  in  1950,  when  the  Council 
instituted  the  service. 

With  the  evacuation  and  destruction  of  the  Camps  at  Martcombe 
and  Ea st on- in- G or d an o  effective  sewage  disposal  units  have  also 
become  redundant.  The  Works  at  Lulsgate  which  served  two  large 
hutment  groups  is  being  used  for  the,  projected,  24  houses  there. 
With  the  future  evacuation  of  Tyntesfield  Park,  which  has  a  very 
efficient  sewage  disposal  plant,  the  considerat ion  of  making  this 
serve  the  area  of  Failand,  where  need  is  pressing,  may  be  worthy 
of  consideration. 
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CAMPING  6ITLS. 


Permanent . 


Seasonal . 


(a)  No.  of  licences  issued  for  individual 

movable  dwellings.  41  Nil 

(b)  No.  of  camping  sites  for  which  licences 

have  been  issued.  21  1 

(c)  Maximum  number  allowed  per  acre.  16. 

(d)  Estimated  number  of  campers 

resident  during  the  year.  350  2000 

The  policy  of  improving  the  Caravan  Sites  has  been  continued 
and  shacks  are  gradually  being  replaced  by  caravans. 

SWIMMING  POOLS  AND  BATHS. 

There  is  but  one  in  the  District,  that  maintained  at  Ashton  Court 
Country  Club.  It  has  a  modern  water  treatment  plant. 


HOUSING. 

T0T/.L  NUMBER  of  Permanent  Dwellings  in  the  District  7364 

(excluding  Camps) 

Total  number  owned  by  the  COUNCIL  1242 


1955. 

1956. 

Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human 
(as  per  Ministry  Circular  55/54). 

habitation, 

327 

294 

Action  taken  during  year;- 

1955. 

1956. 

(1 )  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  for 

which; - 

fa)  Clearance  Orders  have  been  made 

nil 

5 

(b)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  made 

nil 

8 

(c)  Purchased  by  agreement 

1 

nil 

Totals 

1 

13 

(2)  Number  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  still  53 

to  be  made. 


(3)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  which  have  been  nil 

patched  for  temporary  accommodation  under  beet.  2  of 

the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

(4)  Number  of  houses  demolished  under  Sect.  25  of  the  11 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(5)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  under  Sect.  11  of  the  7 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(6)  Number  of  temporary  dwellings  (huts,  etc.)  demolished  61 


(7)  Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  under  Sect.  11  of  the  116 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

(8)  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a  result  of  an  undertaking  15 

given  by  owners  or  following  the  issue  of  Closing 

Orders. 


(9)  Number  of  unfit  houses  occupied  under  licence 


12 


(12) 


H (USING,  (continued) 

Number  of  Houses  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  by  Council  77 

Number  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  114 

TOTAL  191 

Number  of  Houses  IN  COURSE  OP  ERECTION  by  Council 

for  Slum  Clearance  134 

for  other  purposes 

Number  in  course  of  erection  by  Private  Enterprise  165 

Number  gained  from  conversion  of  large  houses  or  6 


buildings  into  flats  or  dwellings  (Private  Enterprise) 

Number  of  Post-war  Houses  erected  from  1st  April,  1945,  to  December  31st 
1956. 

By  the  Council  373 

By  Private  Enterprise  602 

HOUSING  PROGRAMME  FOR  1957 

For  Slum  Clearance  246 

For  other  purposes  152 


Number  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied  (Huts)  217 

Number  of  Houses  found  overcrowded  2 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  60 

HOUSES  REQUIRED. 

(a)  To  replace  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  78 


(excluding  Camps) 


(b)  To  abate  overcrowding  (not  including  • In-law1 

tenancies).  54 

(c)  For  other  purposes  217  for  Camps,  plus  estimated  150  367 

Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  at  end  of  year  663 
Total  number  of  Council  Houses  sold  during  year  2 

Observations. 

The  figures  above  are  a  carefully  considered  and  calculated 
estimation  only.  The  question  of  the  representation  of  unfit  houses 
has,  in  the  past,  been,  of  necessity,  with  the  absence  of  accommodation 
to  offer,  one  of  expediency  depending  on  specific  complaints, 
clearance  schemes  and  new  housing.  The  evacuation  of  the  Camps 
is  being  given  first  priority;  there  remains  a  fair  number  of  unfit 
houses  worthy  of  action. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949-54. 

Number  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with : - 


Received  Approved  Rejected 

Appcns.  Houses.  Appcns.  Houses.  Appcns.  Houses. 


31.7.49  -  31.12.55 

102 

106 

79 

84 

15 

During  Year 

51 

58 

43 

49 

8 
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HOUSING-  (Continued) 

Improvement  Grants  (contd) 

Number  of  applications  approved  of  in  respect  of  owner/ occupiers 

98  out  of  total  122. 


Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  £736 


Average  rent  fixed  £102  per  annum 

Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Council  75%;  to  100%  in  special  cases. 


HOUSING  PROGRAMME. 


1956/57  1957/58  TOTALS  SLUM  OTHER 


Scheme 

Under 

Not 

CLEARANCE 

C  onst ruction. 

Started. 

Cleeve 

— 

- 

28 

28 

14 

14 

Lulsgate 

- 

12 

12 

24 

22 

2 

Pill 

Friendly  Row 

(3) 

14 

8 

— 

22 

) 

Rudgleigh 

60 

- 

- 

60 

)  36 

54 

Friendly  Row 

(1  & 

2)  8 

— 

- 

8 

) 

Underbanks 

— 

— 

25 

25 

25 

Ml 

/ 

Nail  sea 

52 

— 

55 

107 

60 

47 

Long  Ashton 

— 

- 

92 

92 

70 

22 

Portbury 

- 

— 

18 

18 

9 

9 

Kenn 

— 

<■* 

2 

2 

2 

- 

North  Weston 

— 

- 

12 

12 

8 

4 

Totals  134  20  244  398  246  152 


DWELLINGS  ERECTED  BY  PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE. 


PARISH.  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  Under 


Abbots  Leigh 

3 

9 

10 

8 

2 

Construction. 

3 

BackwelX 

5 

6 

21 

18 

18 

25 

47 

Barrow  Gurney 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

~ 

Brockley 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

- 

3 

Clapt  on- in- Gordan  o 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Cleeve 

1 

5 

3 

4 

7 

4 

2 

Dandry 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

East  on- in- Gordan o 

1 

- 

1 

5 

9 

7 

2 

Flax  B our ton 

- 

— 

- 

2 

2 

- 

9 

Kenn 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Kingston  Seymour 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Long  Ashton 

3 

4 

16 

16 

16 

14 

13 

Nail  sea 

1 

2 

3 

7 

16 

20 

19 

North  Weston 

— 

1 

- 

13 

12 

13 

18 

Portbury 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Tickenham 

2 

3 

3 

3 

7 

7 

9 

W a  1 1  on  -  in-  G  or  d  an  o 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

We  st  on-  in-  Gordan  o 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Winf  ord 

1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

4 

— 

Yatton 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

10 

10 

Wraxall 

2 

1 

4 

19 

9 

3 

19 

Totals 

18 

32 

65 

117 

116 

114 

165 
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FOOD. 


MILK 


(a) 

No. 

of 

Registered  Distributors 

20 

(t>) 

No. 

of 

Registered  Dairy  Premises  (other  than 

Dairy  Farms) 

7 

(c) 

No. 

of 

Licensed  Dealers  of  Designated  Milk 

34 

(d) 

No. 

of 

supplementary  licences  issued  to 

12 

distributors  whose  dairy  is  outside  the  area 


ICE  CREAM. 

Dumber  of  Premises  registered  for:- 

(a)  Manufacture  and  retail  2 

(b)  Manufacture  only  nil 

(c)  Retail  only  71 

Number  of  samples  taken:-  All  Hot  Mix 

Grade  1  7 

Grade  2  5 

Grade  3 

Grade  4  2 


SLAUGHTER  H  CUBES. 

There  are  five  Private  Slaughter  Houses  licensed  in  the  District 
of  which  four  are  operating.  There  are  no  Bacon  Factories  or  places 
where  horses  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  Inspectors  have  been  well  occupied,  though  it  has  not  often 
been  necessary  for  Mr.  Foster  to  undertake  these  duties.  The  work 
has  been  done  very  effectively  and  all  slaughtered  meat  has  been 
inspected. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  part  during 

the  year:- 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows.  Calves.  and  Pigs. 


Cows. 


Lambs. 


Number  killed, 
(all  inspected) 


802 


130 


515 


3332  2747 


All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 

Carcases  of  which  part  or  203 

organ  was  condemned 

24.2$ 


- 

11 

12 

6 

26 

103 

56 

2  0$ 

2.1356 

3 . 45* 

2.25$ 

Percentage  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 
and  Cysticerci. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  part  during  the 


year:-  (Continu 

Cattle 
excluding 
Cows . 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

lambs. 

Pigs. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Carcases  of  which  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

32 

9 

— 

- 

29 

Percentage  affected 
Tu  berculosis 

with 

4.23$ 

6.92$ 

0.19$ 

1. 09/5 

Cysticercosis 

No  evidence  found. 

Weight  of  meat  condemned 
in  lbs.  for:- 

(a)  Tuberculosis  1994  76 

65 

464 

(c)  Other 

3564  338 

438 

942 

1338 

Total  (in  lbs) 

condemned 

5558  414 

553 

942 

18  02 

Comment . 

1955  was  the  first  full  year  since  the  reinstitution  of  Meat 
Inspection  by  the  Council.  The  following  are  the  comparable  figures. 


Cattle 

Calve  s 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  of  carcases  1955 

1028 

356 

3590 

3438 

1956 

932 

515 

3332 

2747 

We ight 

condemned  1955 

10800 

3  00 

954 

1068 

1956 

5972 

553 

942 

1802 

The  great  drop  in  the  cattle  .neat  condemned  is  most  marked  in  the 
Tuberculosis  figures  viz.  (1955)  =  6460  lbs;  (1956)  =  2070. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  marked  deterioration  in  the  standard 
of  pigs  offered  for  slaughter  in  this  district. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
Year  1955* 

(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Officers). 


Premises. 

Number  on  Inspections  Written  Prosecutions 
Register  Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sects.  1 , 2 , 3 , 4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  L.A. 

6  4  - 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
-which  Sect.  7  is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

65  46  1  - 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sect.  7  is 
enforced  by  L.A. 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

1  _ 

Total 

72  50  1 

(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars  Number  of  Cases 

Found  Remedied  Referred  Prosecut- 


To  H. M. Inspectr .  By  H.M.Insp.  ions. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

Poor  drainage 
floors 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  1 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences. 

2  -  1  - 

TOTAL  1 

2  -  1 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 

OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  &  111). 

As  far  as  we  know  there  were  no  outworkers  in  the  District 
during  the  year. 
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FOOD. 


Humber  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District,  by  type  of  business; 


17 

53 

24 

72 

14 

13 

5 

3 

4 
1 
1 


Butchery 

Grocers  and  Provisions 
Cafe,  Snack  Bars  etc. 
Hotels,  Inn,  Guest  Houses 
Greengrocery 

Bakery  and  Confectionery 
Fishmongers 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Cider  Manufacturers 
Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 
Wine  Bottling 


Inspections  of  food  premises. 

4  large  number  of  inspections  were  made  during  the  year, 
particular  attention  being  paid  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  Structural  improvements,  such  as  the 
installation  of  sinks,  wash-basins  and  hot  water  supplies,  as 
well  as  redecorations  were  carried  out  at  food  shops  as  the 
direct  result  of  these  inspections.  No  formal  action  was 
necessary. 

Education  was  carried  out  by  articles  in  the  Press,  circularisat ion 
of  all  premises  and  poster  distribution. 


CONDEMNED  FOuD. 

is  buried  or  incinerated  at  the  Refuse  Tip. 

No  special  examination  of  a  stock  or  consignment  of  food  was 
necessary,  but  a  varied  quantity  of  tinned  food  required 
condemnation  together  with  some  sheep' s  hearts. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS.  1955  ~  56. 

No  Certificates  of  Exemption  have  b^en  issued  under  Section  31 
of  the  Regulations, 
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CONCLUSION. 


The  general  health  of  the  District  remains  good. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  major  epidemic,  and  the 
alternate  comparatively  free  year  is  marked  in  the  low 
incidence  of  Measles.  We  had  no  case  of  Poliomyelitis 
this  year. 

The  character  of  the  District  shews  little  change, 
although  there  has  been  considerable  industrial  development 
on  the  Estate  adjoining  Bristol*  It  would  seem  possibly 
advisable,  with  the  development  taking  place  in  Nailsea 
and  Backwell  that  some  light  industry  should  be  encouraged 
in  this  area  to  provide  employment  for  the  female  population. 

Piped  water  supply  is  now  almost  general  throughout 
the  District,  but  this  has  greatly  increased  our  need  for 
public  sewerage.  Rapidly  increasing  numbers  of  houses, 
built  in  limited  areas,  such  as  at  Nailsea  and  Sixty  Acres, 
Failand,  where  cesspits  follow  planning  permission, 
constitute  a  serious  ■  public  health  problem.  One  can 
anticipate  constant  complaint  and  anxiety  from  the  cost  of 
emptying  new  cesspits  and  the  inefficiency  of  old  ones. 

Housing  still  demands  much  of • our  time,  but,  with  the 
clearing  of  the  Camps  and  the  slums  at  Pill,  it  would 
appear  that  the  hard  core  of  our  housing  problems  is 
nearing  resolution.  Apart  from  the  houses  already  under 
construction,  the  major  need  is  for  houses  in  Long  Ashton. 

In  all  my  work  I  am  indebted  to  the  Staff  for  their 
ready  co-operation,  very  willingly  given  by  all  members. 

The  Council,  in  my  opinion,  is  well  served  by  all  its 
officers,  and  is  fortunate  in  their  efficiency,  mutual 
understanding  and  co-operation. 

In  tendering  this  report,  I  must  again  thank  you, 

Sir,  and  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  under  standing 
and  support. 


M .  B «  ,  B .  S .  ,  D .  P .  H . 


May  28th, 


1957. 


■ 
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